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People's Cathedral Newsletter 
Welcome to the Tenth and Final Edition of the People's Cathedral Newsletter 
The People’s Cathedral Project has effectively come to a close with all works now complete and Project Team offsite.  
 

Project Update 

 

On Thursday 10th August we reached a key point in the life of the 

People’s Cathedral Project. We reached Practical Completion with 

our main contractor Buxton Building Ltd and at the same time were 

able to settle the final account. Although there is a long list of 

snagging to complete effectively the contractors have completed the 

works and will formally leave site on Wednesday 15th August.  

 

The Outreach and Engagement Officer has now left site as has the 

Archivist. The Project Manager will handover over to the Director 

of Operations and leave site on Friday 25th August.  

 

A final meeting has been held with our main supporter, the Heritage 

Lottery Fund, and they are extremely pleased with the completed 

works and impact of the initiative.  

 

Now is a perfect time to come and explore the newly transformed 
Cathedral. We have a range of new leaflets including those focussing 

on our textiles, glass and sculpture. There are explorer bags and 

family trails for our younger visitors and a series of touchscreens 

around the Cathedral to enable you to explore our oral history 

interviews, treasury items and archive images.  

 

Scheduled Tours now take place every Thursday and the first and 

third Saturday of each month at 11am. The tours, which last an 

hour are charged at £4 per 

person with family tickets 

also available. Tickets are available from the Cathedral Shop. 

 

Tower Tours are also now taking place every Saturday at 2:00 and 3:15 

and are charged at £6 per person. There is a Tickets can be booked on 

the day through our Shop or online at https://www.guildford-

cathedral.org/visit/tours/schedule  

 
Over the coming months we will be doing some external works to 

repoint the South elevation of the Cathedral and to re-roof the Quire 

and Presbytery area. This work will be supported by the World War 

One Centenary Repairs Fund and will complete by Christmas 2017. 

 

In addition during the Autumn we will be beginning to reinstate the 

organ and the re-gilding and restoration of the gates to the Regimental 

Chapel will take place.  
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Project Outcomes 
 

 

During the project in addition to the building work, we have been 

actively seeking to widen and deepen our engagement with the local 

community and to raise the profile of our history and heritage 

offering. Much has been achieved as a result of the initiative and the 

project will leave a lasting legacy on which the Cathedral will build. 

 

PEOPLE    

 Over 10,000 people engaged with the project 

 68 new volunteers recruited 

 4 Apprentice on site  

 2 Dissertation Projects 

 50 new relationships formed with external organisations, 
charities and groups 

 12 Specialist Society Project Tours 

 96 events held 

 New leaflets, trails and explorer bags for visitors to enjoy 

 

HERITAGE   

 1200 archive items digitised (25% of total collection)  

 3,100 items catalogued and work is ongoing  

 4 Heritage Study Days and 3 Heritage Talks held and 
 delivered with new partner organisations 

 New storage for the Treasury to conserve and preserve our 

 collection 

 84 Oral History Interviews collected exceeding target 

 37 Written Memories collected 

 New intereptation to help visitors understand our heritage 

 and the importance of our textiles, glass, plate and sculpture   

 6000 images taken of Parish Plate for touchscreen content      
 and conservation   

 

 

 COMMUNITY  
 1200 archive items digitised (25% of total collection)  

 3,100 items catalogued and increasing on a weekly basis 

 4 Heritage Study Days and 3 Heritage Talks 

 84 Oral History Interviews collected exceeding target with 

transcribing ongoing 

 57 Written Memories collected 

 6000 images taken of Parish Plate for touchscreen content 

and conservation 

 Over 20 Coffee Concerts held with more planned for 2017 
and 2018 

 Specialist Community Group Visits and Tours, engaging with 

isolated individuals 



 

What’s On 

 

Although the People’s Cathedral Project has now finished, the Cathedral will take forward a series of events which have 

proved popular with the community.  

FREE Coffee Concert: Thursday 14 September: Violin Recital, 11.15-12 noon 

Fumi Otsuki accompanied by Alessandro Viale, perform a classical programme including pieces by Holst, Elgar 

and Respighi 

FREE Coffee Concert: Friday 29 September: Macmillan Coffee morning, 10.30- 12 noon 
Join the world’s largest coffee morning, with music from the Guildford Cathedral Organ scholar, Matthew 

Kelley, all donations to go to Macmillan Cancer Care. 

GraveTalk: Sunday 1st October 2017, 4:00 - 

5:30pm 

Grave Talk is an intentionally informal and positive space 
offering the chance to discuss difficult questions about 
death, dying and funerals.  The purpose is to talk and 
listen.  Tea and cake are offered throughout the event, 
which lasts about an hour, or longer if needed.  All are 
welcome, from any background, age or faith.   
Attendees are invited to attend Evensong at 6pm 

following the GraveTalk session. 

FREE Coffee Concert: Thursday 5 October: The 

Royal Grammar School Guildford, 11.15-12 noon 

A varied programme of music performed by young talented soloists and ensembles 

FREE Study Day: Wednesday 8th November 2017 
Reformation 500 Saints and Martyrs of England, 10:00-

3:00pm 

Renowned speaker, author and historian, Derek Wilson, leads our 

study day on the historical context and the spiritual impact of the 

Reformation, with the opportunity for discussion.  

 

FREE Coffee 

Concert: Thursday 9 November : Wind Chamber 

Quintet, 11.15 - 12 noon 

A delightful programme of music including pieces by Agay, 
Ibert and Parker. 

FREE CAROL CONCERT Thursday 21 December: 

Carol Service with Age UK Surrey, 11 - 12 noon 

A festive collection of music, carols and readings all 

welcome – please note the earlier start time. 

Keep up to date with the Cathedrals events by visiting  

https://www.guildford-cathedral.org/events  
  

The People's Cathedral 

“This building was paid for by local people and is today, and will remain, open to all”  
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