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People's Cathedral Newsletter 
Welcome to the fourth edition of the People's Cathedral Newsletter 

It has been an exciting few months since the announcement of our successful application to the Heritage Lottery Fund 

and subsequent award of £4.6 million. The main contractor will be appointed shortly and work to transform the 

Cathedral will commence. We will remain open throughout the works - do come and see the progress in action. 

Project Update 

  

People – The Perils of being an Oral History Volunteer  

By Claire Siebert, Oral History Volunteer 

There are many views concerning the use of social media however, as a 

Facebook user, I was fortunate to come across a post from Guildford Cathedral 

looking for volunteers to become involved with the Cathedral Oral History 

Project, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. I have no background in this 

sphere but, living locally and being fascinated with the history of the Guildford 

area, I attended the initial meeting and training session at the Cathedral in July 

2015. 

 

The meeting was run by the Cathedral’s HLF Project Manager, Helen Ellis and our trainer was Oral History & Heritage 

Consultant, Padmini Broomfield. Helen began by explaining the background to the project and how it would be run in 

conjunction with the Cathedral repairs and refurbishment. Padmini followed by explaining that Oral History is basically a 

record of unwritten memories and gave us an invaluable training workshop, for both interviewers and transcribers 

including giving us details of the many pitfalls we may encounter. 

 

In October we were reunited at the Cathedral to talk through our initial experiences following our first interviews. We 

all agreed that interviewing whilst recording was not at all easy and that phone calls, spinning washing machines, 

friendly dogs and unexpected husbands were just a few of the unexpected challenges we had encountered! One of 

our group beautifully summed up what it means to be involved in the project: “What a privilege it is to hear and 

record these incredible memories before they are lost”. 

 

Heritage – Maufe Study Day By  Revd Canon Dr Julie Gittoes 

In early October it was a tremendous pleasure to host an architectural study day as part of the 'The People's Cathedral 

Project'. The audience ranged from Cathedral Guides, interested amateurs, professionals and local historians. 

Together we had the opportunity to reflect on the work of Sir Edward Maufe and the construction of Guildford Cathedral 

within the context of twentieth century design. The distinctive architecture of this place is as much part of our 

Cathedral’s story as that of the brick-givers themselves. 

  

We were pleased to welcome Robert Drake of the Twentieth Century Society, who nominated Guildford Cathedral as 

the building for 1965 in the publication 100 Buildings, 100 Years. 

“What a privilege 

it is to hear and 

record these 

incredible 

memories before 

they are lost”. 



He was able to set the Cathedral in the context of church architecture, 

and Maufe’s career in particular.  

 

Cathedral Architect, John Bailey, spoke about the story of its construction 

from the design competition, the impact of the Second World War 

through to its consecration. He delighted us with his knowledge, passion 

and affection for this Cathedral.  

 

John’s colleague, Fergus McCormick, from Thomas Ford and Partners, 

brought the group up to date by sharing the vision and practicalities of 

the internal refurbishment. Not only does this involve the removal of acoustic plaster, but also the opportunity to 

improve the lighting and sound system.  We then had the opportunity to explore the building in more detail – including 

walking the length of the crypt. As a plumber’s daughter, the copper piping and solder joints of the underfloor heating 

never ceases to amaze me! As the first in a series of events, I very much look forward to discovering the rich heritage 

of Guildford Cathedral. 

 

Community - Free Coffee Concerts Hit A Chord With Local Community 

Guildford Cathedral has kept up its musical traditions in the face of impending building works with a programme of 

free Summer Coffee Concerts to delight and engage the local community. 

 

Talented and highly regarded performers from the local area have been inspiring visitors, staff and volunteers alike 

with a varied programme of music ranging from “Clarinet Classics” to the 

“Resounding Trumpet”.  

 

The Revd Canon Dr Julie Gittoes, who has been leading the weekly 

welcome, said: “It has been wonderful to see people from all generations 

come together to enjoy the concert series. The performers have given their 

time so generously to enable the Cathedral to provide a much needed 

activity for the many isolated communities within the area.” 

 

The programme has been such a success that a repeat is planned for 2016 

and a special Christmas Coffee Concert will take place on 17th December. 

HLF INTERTPRETATION OFFICER TAKES UP POST  

 

The stories of Guildford Cathedral are the focus for a year-long project with the arrival of the People’s Cathedral 

Project Interpretation Officer, Kate Pitt. 

 

Kate’s role, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, is to ‘interpret’ the site – that is, to tell the stories of the Cathedral 

and its objects in a way that will engage as many of the people who walk through its doors as possible.  

 

In this hi-tech age interpreters have a wide range of methods at their disposal: sensory and tactile, touchscreens, 

projected images, films, traditional interpretation boards, aural presentations, tours and much more. 

 

It is hoped Guildford Cathedral’s interpretation will build on the already excellent practice in the Cathedral, making 

activities memorable and giving visitors lots of choices as they step through its doors. Activities will encourage active, 

often multisensory learning and aim to reach people from as many different walks of life as possible. 

 



 

Working closely with different groups in the Cathedral community, and using the guidelines issued by the Museums 

Association, Kate will work to find the right way of telling each story. By the time of her departure at the end of October 

2016, it is hoped visitors will be able to approach the site with fresh new signage and learn about different parts of the 

Cathedral in a range of new and exciting ways. 

Artists in Residence Progress: The Cabinet of Curiosity  

 

 Caroline Collinge and Edmond Salter of Cabinet of Curiosity Studio have 

commenced their initial research and development as Artists in Residence at 

Guildford Cathedral which is supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

 

Caroline and Edmond say “our starting point on the residency has focussed on 

visiting the Cathedral archive, photographing the building and making some initial 

artwork in a temporary studio space situated in the South Garth space of the 

Cathedral. The residency is proving to be a fantastic opportunity to develop our 

specialisms in architecture, research and paper crafts within a unique and inspiring space with contemporary 

relevance. We have also been engaging with social media to promote the project to a wider audience by profiling the 

residency and our archival research in The Guardian newspaper. 

 

The partnership between Edward Maufe, the architect of Guildford Cathedral, and his wife Prudence Maufe, who 

directed the Cathedral's interior design elements, has become an important area of interest to us, since their 

partnership mirrors our own artistic practice that combines architecture with textiles. Significantly, Prudence Maufe 

was a director of Heal's, the London department store, in an era when it was a rarity for women to be in a position of 

such authority.  

 

A team of exemplary craftspeople comprised of professional designer/makers and members of the public realised the 

textiles and other elements within the ‘Peoples Cathedral’. We are now in an era where collaborative design, 

community involvement, storytelling, crafts and material sustainability are once again core approaches within design 

and making. Engaging with the volunteers at the Cathedral has provided an enlightening introduction to the stories 

behind the creation of the Cathedral. Their combined knowledge about the cultural heritage and significance of the 

building and its contents has enriched our experiences of being resident on site and inspired our creativity.” 

 
What’s On 
 
 

Christmas Coffee Concert  

Join us on 17th December for a festive treat of music led by Katherine Dienes-Williams, Guildford Cathedral Organist 
& Master of the Choristers. Coffee and Mince Pies will be served in the Nave from 10:30 and music will take place 
from 11:15-12:00 
 

All are welcome to this Free Event, for more information, please visit https://www.guildford-
cathedral.org/events/diary/2015-12-17/christmas-coffee-and-carols  
 

CONTACT US 
To learn more about these events, project activities or to volunteer,  please email helen@guildford-

cathedral.org or call 01483 547888 
 

The People's Cathedral 

“This building was paid for by local people and is today, and will remain, open to all”  
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