








“Well done! A wonderful service in every way, it’s so lovely to take part, even 200 
miles away in a Cathedral that means so much to me. Acoustics amazing! And you 
gave it all space. Good too not to hear the nail-biting Allegri!” 
	 Philip Moore, former Organist and Master of the Choristers, Guildford Cathedral 

“What an amazing broadcast. Thank you so much. Such beautiful singing and 
music-making from everyone. The new anthem is a triumph, and Weelkes Short 
was so vivid - really thrilling. But the MacMillan was simply incredible.” 
	 Richard Moore, former Sub Organist, Guildford Cathedral.

Heartiest congratulations on a magnificent broadcast yesterday. It was a ‘different’ 
Ash Wednesday service to what we were accustomed but presented with superb 
assurance by your splendid choir. It was also lovely to experience the lively acoustic of 
the building since the removal of that ill-judged acoustic absorbent on the nave vault 
which was so fashionable in the American manner when the cathedral was built. 
Please convey my heartiest congratulations to your choir and your assistant organist. 
Renewed congratulations and all good wishes, 
As ever, 
	 Roy Massey - former Organist of Hereford Cathedral



Sharing the Music
Music is one of the world’s greatest 
treasures, and choral music has a particularly 
special place in the hearts of all at Guildford 
Cathedral. However, opportunities for young 
people to learn and experience choral music 
are scarce. Therefore, the musicians at 
Guildford Cathedral have a few projects to 
widen the number of young people who can 
discover the joy of singing this repertoire. 

On 20 January, we held our annual Chorist 
Experience Day (later in the academic year 
that previously) and it was sold out. 38 
children aged 5 to 12 came along for a taste 
of what being a chorister is like. Parents had 
a guided tour while the children had singing 
practice, an opportunity to try on a chorister 
robe and an organ demonstration. Then 
there were refreshments for all before the 
Cathedral choir came for a rehearsal with 
the children ready for Evensong. During 
Evensong, the children sat in the Quire 
among the choristers and sang to their 
parents in the nave. The children and their 
parents had a wonderful time, with some 
saying they would love us to do this again. 
The highlights from the children were singing 
with the Cathedral Choir at Evensong and 
getting to try on the chorister robes.

On Friday 26 January, we launched a pilot of 
a new project to encourage secondary 
schools and colleges to sing Evensong. This 
project is the 'Schools Evensong Project'. We 
started with Farnborough Sixth Form 
College, who came and joined our Girl 
Choristers singing choral music in its 
intended setting. The College’s Chamber 
Choir is mainly made up of students, with a 
couple of members of staff. Some of the 
music was very different in nature to the 
music they would normally sing such as the 
psalms which are sung in a spoken-rhythm 
nature. Students from the Chamber Choir 
were given the opportunity to sing solos. 
Katherine also spoke to the students about 
life as a church musician and pathways into 
similar careers. 

On Sunday 14 January, after the Epiphany 
Carol Service, we launched our new Music 
Patron Scheme to open up the opportunity 
to support this wonderful music to as many 
people as possible, inviting them to ‘join the 
harmony’. The MPS covers all the elements 
that go into sustaining musical excellence 
here from organists and choristers to sheet 
music and transport to rehearsals and 
everything in between. 

Schools Evensong Project



Past and Present
Guildford Cathedral’s Organ Scholarship 
Programme is one of only 36 in the country. 
It is a vital programme to ensure organists 
get a chance to train, making organ 
music sustainable. It is, therefore, with 
considerable pride that we watch our past 
and present organ scholars flourish. 

This year, we have Jeremy Wan with us. In 
March he performed at the monthly Coffee 
Concert. He started in conversation with 
Katherine Dienes-Williams, talking about 
his time at the Cathedral so far, his favourite 
composers and his plans. He then played 
an outstanding recital of music by Jacques 
Ibert, Marcel Dupré, Claude Debussy, and 
César Franck. The 111 visitors who came to 
that concert thoroughly enjoyed his talent. 
Jeremy will be joining Truro Cathedral once 
he has completed his Organ Scholarship 
with us.

Will Campbell

Organ Scholar 2019-2020 Will Campbell 
has been appointed Cathedral Organist at 
Leeds Cathedral as of April 2024. When he 
left Guildford Cathedral, he studied Music at

 the University of York while holding the 
post of Director of Music at St Helen’s 
Church, Stonegate and Interim Associate 
Organist at Leeds Minster. He then held the 
Organ Scholarship post at Canterbury 
Cathedral 2023. We are immensely proud 
of what Will has achieved and wish him all 
the best in his next adventure.

Matthew Kelly

I owe a lot to my time working in the music 
department at Guildford Cathedral, and so 
much of what I learned under Katherine 
Dienes-Williams and Richard Moore has 
made me into the person and musician I am 
now. I left the cathedral after a year spent 
as Organ Scholar through 2017/18 and 
headed to Durham University for three 
years to study for a BA in Music, graduating 
in 2021 with first-class honours. In 
September 2021, I started a two-year stint 
at Chelmsford Cathedral as Organ Scholar/
Acting Assistant Organist, further 
developing my organ playing and many 
of the skills that had begun to grow 
at Guildford.

After finishing with Chelmsford in 2023, 
I am now based in Dorset, living with my 
partner Catherine Perkins (who will also 
be known to many in Guildford!), who now 
teaches at Canford School. I am 
still regularly playing the organ, mainly at 
Wimborne Minster on Sundays as well as 
for other churches and choirs in the area. 
During the week, I work at King Edward VI 
School in Southampton, running part of the 
extra-curricular activities with the Music 
Department there. The enjoyment I 
experienced when working with the 
Choristers during my time at Guildford has 
transferred nicely into my current work!

Jeremy Wan



Something Special

The period between Christmas and Easter sees several extra services, or 
services which are more elaborate than usual. In January, we had our third 
carol service to celebrate Epiphany, where the Evensong was replaced by an 
Epiphany Procession. And then in the lead up to Easter Sunday we had the 
Procession of Palms, Maundy Thursday with Foot Washing, Good Friday 
Liturgy, Easter Eve service with Confirmation and Baptism, Easter Morning 
Eucharist and Easter Day Festival Evensong. As well as these annual services, 
we also celebrated the Installation of the Archdeacon of Surrey, the Venerable 
Catharine Mabuza.

The standard of music on a regular week is exceptional, but for these special 
occasions the repertoire chosen reflects the celebration or the sombreness 
of the service, and the choir pulls out all the stops so the music enhances the 
worship. For the Procession of Palms, that meant battling with the elements 
and singing outside the Cathedral. For the Epiphany Carol Service, that meant 
special antiphons sung from different places inside the Cathedral. For Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Eve and Easter Day, the music guided the 
congregations through the emotions of the Easter Story, from heartbreak and 
devastation to elation and rejoicing. 

At Guildford Cathedral, we love to encourage the musicians of the future. In 
part we do this through teaching our choristers, but also by highlighting 
underrepresented groups. In February and March, in the run up to 
International Women’s Day and Women Composers Sunday, we featured 
pieces by female composers. The organ voluntaries were by composers such 
as Ethel Smyth, Fanny Mendelssohn and Clara Schuman with opportunities for 
contemporary female composers as well, such as Pia Rose Scattergood and 
our own Katherine Dienes-Williams. By featuring music like this, we hope to 
give voice to current female composers and inspire the next generation to 
write their music. 



Procession of Palms rehearsal

Installation of the Archdeacon of Surrey

Easter Eve - Confirmation and Baptism



Work hard, Play hard
As you can see from the rest of the news here, our boy and girl choristers 
work extremely hard to produce high quality music to support the life of 
Guildford Cathedral. As we see them in robes singing from the front so well, 
it can be easy to forget they are children. But in amidst the hard work, we 
make sure they get opportunities to relax and have fun. 

Before the concert at St Catherine’s School (see Out and About) the girl 
choristers had an evening of fun in preparation. They had pizza together in 
the crypt and a treasure hunt around the Cathedral. The Organists showed 
them around the organ itself, the kind of all instruments, and they bonded as 
a choir, as friends. 

After the hard work of Easter, the Boy Choristers enjoyed an Easter Egg hunt 
in the Seeds of Hope Garden at the east end of Stag Hill. After the intensity 
of the previous week, this was an opportunity for them to let loose and run 
around (and eat chocolate!)



In their own words

Sophie and Neve were made up to full choristers on 3 
March.  I asked them what it means. 

Joining the choir as a prob has allowed me to enjoy working 
together with the other choristers and the team: Katherine, 
Asher, Jeremy and Hilary. I enjoy the experience and feel that 
I am improving my music skills. The teamwork has made 
the Cathedral feel like a second home, I always look forward 
to being there.  I love the excitement of being part of the 
big events – and am surprised at how many of these I have 
already done. 
	 Sophie

______

Being a chorister has allowed me to make new friends 
outside of school, be part of a team and have more 
opportunities to sing and learn.

Becoming a full chorister means that I have now graduated 
and can stay with the choir. I love being a chorister to see my 
friends, be part of a team, have lots of opportunities to sing, 
improve my singing and have lots of fun!
	 Neve
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