
 
 

2020 Advent Calendar – Family Engagement and Schools 

 

In the Church of England, Advent is the time of the year when Christians ‘prepare’ to celebrate the arrival 

of Christ, which is the festival we celebrate on Christmas Day. As the Church is preparing to celebrate 

Christmas, there are things that you can do to help ‘prepare’ for the Christmas Season as we go through 

Advent – a new activity will appear each week for you! 

 

1 December 

Advent Candle Wreath 

On Sunday 29 November, the season of Advent officially began in the Church of England. Advent is marked 

and celebrated on the four Sundays prior to Christmas Day, so sometimes it can actually begin in November 

as it has done this year. On each of the four Sundays, a candle is lit on an Advent Wreath, bringing us nearer 

to our special celebration. If you would like to make your own craft version of an Advent Wreath, 

instructions are below. And we will post a reminder each Sunday to add your next candle flame! 

 

Instructions 

You will need: 

 - Green paper (or white paper coloured green using paint/felt-tips/crayons) 

 - Red paper (or white paper coloured red) 

 - White paper 

 - Yellow paper (or white paper coloured to be yellow) 

 - Glue or sellotape 

 - Scissors 

 

1. Draw a large circle onto the green paper, perhaps using a plate or bowl to create a template.  

 

 

2. Draw a smaller circle within the larger circle. 

 

3. Cut around the large circle. 

 

4. Cut out the smaller circle so that you are left with a doughnut shape of green paper. This will be the base 

of your wreath. 



  
 

5. Cut out two long thing rectangular strips from the green paper. Turn your advent wreath base over and 

glue the two strips at 90 degrees to each other so that they form a cross in the centre of the inner circle.  

 
 

6. On the red paper, draw four rectangles of the same size (approx. 8cm x 2cm), and then cut out. These 

will be four of your candles. 

 

7. On the white paper, draw another rectangle that is slightly taller than your red ones, and then cut out. 

 
8. On the yellow paper, draw five ‘flame’ shapes and cut out.  

 
 



9. Take the four red rectangles and fold a small section up at the bottom of each candle. Stick them on to 

the base: one at the top (at 12 o’clock), one to the right at three o’clock, one at the bottom where six 

o’clock would be, and one to the left showing nine o’clock. The white candle should be stuck on to the cross 

in the middle of the base. 

   
 

10. Today, add one of the flame shapes to the top candle to show that we have marked the first Sunday of 

Advent. 

 
 

11. Keep the other four flames somewhere safe so you can add them to your Advent Wreath on each Sunday 

as we move through Advent. 

 


